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A Timeline of the Past (Part I) 

A Communications History 
We are in what is often 
called the "Information 
Age:' This is a time in 
our history when, 
thanks to many new 
inventions, it is easier 
than ever to communi
cate. This Mini Page is 
the first in a series of 
two about how we have 
kept in touch with 
others through the 
years. 

Smoke signals 

Ef:?~ 

The first signals were 
probably warnings. Later 
the puffs became codes. 

Libraries 
about 2000 B.C. 

Egyptians started their 
first libraries by storing 
scrolls of papyrus. 

Story pictures . 
20,000 B.C. 

Drawings were made on 
cave walls, antlers and 
rocks. 

Drums 

African tribesmen beat out 
messages that could carry 
for miles. 

Alphabet 
2000 to 1500 B.C. 

The Semites developed the 
first alphabet. The Greeks 
.and Romans developed 
their alphabets later. 

Gestures and grunts 

Early man probably used 
gestures and grunts 
because he had no language. 

Writing 
before 3000 B.C. 

The Sumerians developed 
the first writing, using 
symbols for words. 

Runners 

(SEND TH~ MESSAGE RIGHT AW@ 

Runners carried notched 
sticks. 

Sticks and stones 

Counting sticks and stones 
was an early way to record 
numbers. 

Hieroglyphics 
about 2000 B.C. 

The Egyptians developed a 
way of writing and, later, 
made a type of paper from 
papyrus leaves. 

Knots 

Knots tied in different 
colored strings were used 
to send messages. 
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A Communications History (cont.) 
Watchtowers 

300 B.C. 

The Greeks built a series of 
castlelike watchtowers close 
enough to send messages. 

Newspapers 
59 B.C. 

The Romans posted a 
news sheet in a busy place. 

Scribes 
400 to 1400 

It took scribes a long time 
to hand-copy books, so 
there weren't many books. 

Steamships and trains 
1786 1804 

The development of 
steamships and locomotives 
speeded the way messages 
were carried. 

Carrier pigeons 

The Greeks used carrier 
pigeons to carry messages. 

Paper and ink 
A.D. 105 

The Chinese invented ink, 
and paper made from 
wood. 

Postal service 
1400s 

King Edward IV of England 
set up a series of post houses 
for passing along mail. 

Semaphores 
1794 

Movable crossed bars atop 
towers spelled messages 
that could be seen for miles. 

shields 

Persian soldiers flashed 
messages by reflecting 
sunlight off shields. 

Movable day type 
1034 

The Chinese invented a 
way of printing using 
movable type made of clay. 

Movable metal type 
1450 

Gutenberg of Germany 
invented the printing press 
and movable metal type. 

Jacquard loom 
1804 

The punch-card method 
this loom used later helped 
develop the computer. 

Parchment 
about 250 B.C. 

The Greeks invented 
something to write on 
call~d parchment, made 
from animal skins. 

Town criers 

Town criers strolled 
through the streets yelling 
the news. 

The pencil 
1564 

Graphite was discovered in 
England. Today's "lead" 
pencils are a mixture of 
graphite and clay. 

First permanent 
photograph, 1826 

Joseph Niepce, a French
man, exposed a treated 
piece of metal for 8 hours. 



Release Date: June 10-16 24-1 (89) 

Especially for kids and their families 

e e 

J I 
By BETTY DEBNAM 

Part Two: After Electricity 
from The Mini Page by Betty Debnam C 1989 Universal Press Syndicate 

A Communications History 
This is the second in a 
two-part series about 
the history of communi
cation. It covers the 
highlights after electricity 
was used to send our 
messages. When you put 
the two issues together, 
you will have a 
communictions time line 
from the Stone Age to 
the Space Age. 

Typewriter 
1867 

The keyboard layout of 
the first practical 
typewriter was the same 
as the one used today. 

Wireless telegraph 
1895 

Guglielmo Marconi 
developed a successful 
wireless telegraph that 
sent messages over the air. 

Telegraph 
1837 

~ .. . -

Samuel Morse developed 
the Morse code and the 
first really successful 
electric telegraph. 

Telephone 
1876 

Alexander Graham Bell, a 
teacher of the deaf, 
invented the telephone. 

Voice on the air 
1900 

<THIS IS EASIER THAN POTS AND DAS~ 

'" 

Attaching a telephone re
ceiver to a wireless telegraph 
enabled the human voice 
to be carried over radio. 

Pony Express 
1860 

OUR SERVICE ENDED WHEN A TELEGRAPH 
LINE WENT THROUGH TO CALIFORNIA. 

The Pony Express fast 
mail service across the 
United States lasted only 
about 18 months. 

Phonograph 
1877 

MAR'1 HAD A 
LITTLE LAMB. 

i 

The first practical 
phonograph was invented 
by Thomas Edison. 

Vacuum tubes developed 
1907 

THIS INVENTION IS THE BASIS 
FOR THE RADIO AND LATER 

THE TV AND COMPUTER. 

Vacuum tubes were used 
to control electric signals 
in radio, TV and the first 
computers. 

Trans-Atlantic cable 
1866 

The first successful trans
Atlantic cable brought fast 
communication across the 
ocean. 

Linotype 
1886 

The Linotype, a machine 
that sets type mechanically, 
was patented. 

First practical TV 
1929 

Vladimir Z worykin devel
oped the first all-electronic 
TV system. Seven years 
later, TV broadcasting 
started. 
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A Communications History (cont.) 
Tape recording 

1930s 

The Germans invented a 
method of recording on 
plastic tapes that later 
replaced many records. 

Cable TV 
1940s 

Cable TV began when 
viewers hooked up sets to 
cables attached to antennas. ' 

Satellites 
1960 

Echo I was the first 
communications satellite to 
relay radio signals to Earth 
stations. It was passive, 
only reflecting signals. 

Videotape recorders 
1970s 

Cassette videotape 
recorders enabled TV 
viewers to tape programs 
to view later. 

Radar developed 
1930s 

In World War II, radar 
tracked many enemy 
planes. It also led to the 
development of microwave 
and lasers. 

Chips 
1959 

FINGERNAIL.-SIZE CHIPS MADE 
OF SIL.ICON CAN CONTROL. 

M»N ELECTRIC c:ummrrs. 

The tiny chif with 
thousands 0 circuits made 
communication speedy and 
cheap. 

Telstar satellite 
1962 

L.IVE F~ 
THE U.S. 

TO FRANCE. 

Telstar was the first satel
lite to relay live TV trans
missions across the ocean. 
It was active, carrying 
radio and TV equipment. 

Computer revolution 
1970s 

Computers get smaller, 
cheaper and more 
"friendly:' or easier to use. 

Computer 
1946 

DIGITM. COMPUTERS 
CHANGE INFORMATION 

INTO NUMBERS OR DIGITS. 

The first fully electronic 
digital computer used 
18,000 vacuum tubes and 
filled a huge room. 

Lasers 
1960 

Lasers are powerful beams of 
light that can car:r:y many TV 
and telephone calls at once. 

Early Bird satellite 
1965 

IF SATEL.L.ITES ARE PUT 
INTO A SPECIM. ORBIT 

OVER THE ECIUA TOR, 
THE'f MDVE AT THE 
SANtE. RATE AS THE 

EARTH AHD HAVE THE 
EFFECT OF STAHDING 

STIL.L.. 

Early Bird was the first 
commercial satellite to 
relay TV and phone calls 
between the U.S. and 
Europe on a regular basis. 

Cellular phones 
1980s 

Cellular phones enable 
people to make calls from 
their cars. The calls are 
carried by transmitters 
placed throughout areas, 
or "cells." 

Transistors invented 
1947 

A TRANSISTOR SWITCHES 
AHD CONTROLS 

ELECTIlONIC c:ummrrs. 

Transistors invented by 
Bell Labs worked better 
and used less power than 
bulky vacuum tubes. 

Copying machines 
1960 

Xerox Corp. developed a 
practical copying machine. 

Fiber optics 
1970 

FIBERS L.1J(f THESE KEEP 
L.ASER BEAMS L.OCKED 

INSIDE TO GIVE 
BETTER RECEPTION. 

Glass or plastic fibers were 
used to carry laser signals 
a great distance. 

Because of many new dis
coveries, it's hard to keep 
up with the latest develop
ments in telecommuni
cations or long-distance 
communications. But one 
good way is through your 
newspaper and The Mini 
Page. We will try to keep 
you up-to-date on new 
ways to communicate. 




